Deep Vein Thrombosis

Deep vein thrombosis (DVT) is a blood clot that has formed in a vein. The veins of your leg, especially
the calf and thigh, are the most common areas to find the clot. Deep vein thrombosis can lead to

damage of the blood vessels in your leg.

Deep vein thrombosis can also cause a serious lung problem. If the clot in the vein breaks away from
the wall of the vessel and travels to the lungs, it can block blood circulation to the lungs. This problem is

called a pulmonary embolism.

Part of the
clot may
break off
and travel

up the vein

Vein within
calf muscle

Blood clot
— stuck to
inside lining
of the vein

Vein wall —

Diagram source ©EMIS PiP2007, as distributed on www.patient.co.uk.

Coumadin®/warfarin:

B Decreases the chance of a blood clot forming in the veins of your legs.

B Lowers your risk for deep vein thrombosis (DVT).
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